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This is the sccond cdiston of the Madhyamavydyoga
first published in 19 2 in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.  In
the ficst edition which was based on u single manuscript, there
wae some doubt with regard to the authenticity of corban
readings. T'his doubt has now been removad with the help of
a second manuseript procured from My, Nilakanthan Chakyvir
of Manganam (near Kottayam in Novth Travancore’,  For the
sake of students an casy commentary on the work has buen
added.

The work belongs £o a class of Lapakas called Viayoga,
and is named Madhyaina, after Bhimasena, the hero who was
well known by the name of Madhyama for veasons given in the
work itself, (Vide sloha TARE ole 28 ol seg) or for the reason
that he was the middle Pandava.

Daring their wanderings in consequence of thewr deleat
in the gambling, the Pandavas were for some time ving near
the forest-of Fidunbi.,  Oneday when all the other members
had gone to atlend a certasn sacntice ab the hermitage of the
orcat sage Dhaumya, leavmg Bhimasena alone to guard the
Asrar, and when the latber was engaeed mIns ustl ontdoom
Creretses, Ghatothacha, the son of Bhinoe wnd Hhidnnbae overs
took awd stopped an old Bralumin who was passing by with
Tus wife und thiee sous,

“Give me one ol your sons su bhub wy mobher may foad
on him and break her fast” pererupborify demanded Ghatot-
kacha. Ab this terrible demand the father and mother in fear
of wholesale destiuction clung to the eldest and the youngest
of the sons respectively out of partiahty and showed ther
reluctarice to part with them, The remaining second son.
Madhyama by name, who was by nature very loving towards
his parents and brothers, offered himself willingly to the

yakshasa in the hope of saving bhe others, and with his permis-
sion went to a pool near by to quench his thirst. The giant
phnpking that tle Brahmin oy was delaying Lov long at ehy
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ool and fearing thit 16 was high tume for his mothers dinne
cried out more than onec: "M&dhyamuf come back, at once”
Ihimasena who was in the exercise-ground ncar by, having
heard the call fwico or thrice and taking it to be directed t
himself hurried to the spot where the giant and the Brahmins
were. Now when the Brahmin Madhyama alse came up, thd
old Brahmin related to the Kshathviya Madhyama all his causs
of fear and prayed to hnn for succour. Bhimasena having!
agsured the Brahmin all help and relief advised the giant more;
than once to lct the Drahmin go. Batb the giant said “I wxll‘y
not, even by the word of my father, let this man go, when I
have taken him in obedience $o my mother's word ', and being
asked who his mather was, announced Hidimba to be luy
mother and Blimasena to be his father. Now Bhimasena
oifered to accompany the giant as a substitute for the Brahmin
boy and scb him free.  Though Bhimasena knew the giané to
be his son, he did nol-reveal himself for he wished to test the
valour of his son. With this object he suid to him *I will not
follow you, butif you can, take me hy forez where you will”,
"Then there ensued a duel and he saw that his son, though not
a mateh to himself, could baftle the party of the Dhartardshtras.
Pleased with this, he accompanied hun, in fulfilmont of his
promise, to where Hidimba was, Welcomed and ontertained
by her with all the loving regavds of s wife, he recognised her
ab once and remembered to her the wany favours he had once
roceived at her hands.  When he asked her why she ordeved
the capture of a man, she explained to him in secret her real
motive. Thus satisfied that she was faultless, he blessed his
son who, Iaving now known him to be his father, had prostrat-
od hefore him, Thus, in bricf, is the substance of the story
which is the creation of the author round & hero well known
to the Itibdsas, That Hidiwba's only aim m ordeving the
capture of a man was the meeting of Bhimasena and that she
could not obherwise effect it, is made clear in commenting on

the words of Bhimasena, ‘A% T§® 7 sgFrARM” (Pso)

The description here of the delight of Bhimasena at his
smovevention and duel with Ghatotkaghn is as bappy 83 that iy
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Pancharitra where Blima and Arjuna are ‘Lbsm!l?ed fatngt
sweebness of Abhimanyu's words. .

This Vyayoga being one of the twelve Ripakas which
closely resemble Svapnavasavadatta must have the same author
Bhisa as Svapnavasavadatta itsclf. Whois this Bhasa? and
what are the distinguishing marks of Bhdsa's Svapnavisava.
datta? et us consider the following utterances of Kalidsa,
Bhabtabina and Rijusckhara, ‘SRHTa! SradifresHgaam’
(Malavikignimitra Acs [) ‘ETIFACHATHIZYME: | 8Ta -
FIEN Wl ZTFORT" 1| (Hawshaolavity) AHATETESH B
frg QIR | ERAEIITT TRFISTATTE: (Sakbimuktavaln),
Itrom the ubove passages we learn that therc was a very ancient
poct by the name of Bhasa, that he was the author of many
Natakas and tlab Svapnavasavadatta was ove of them. 16
follows therefore that Svapnavicavadatta wust be disbingtly
matked by a close tesemblance to cerbum olher Natakas any
in number, by qualibies of expression and diction dicabive
of priority to the works of Kalidasa and thirdly by a plot
appropriate to the name “Svapnavasavadabta’,

Now l¢b us oxamine whether these three distinguishing
mks ave found m our Nitaka which has the nume Svapna-
vasavadabia written at the end. With regard to the first of
{hese characteristics, even a cursory reading of the thirtecn
Natakas that have come inlo our ken cannot fail to convineo
one of their very close resemblance and this point has been dwelt
on ab some lengthin the introductions to Svapnavisavidatéa
and Panchardtra. That our Nitaka possesses the sccond .
characteristic mark 1s indicated in the above introdactions and
also m the introduction to the Pratimanitaka. This is obvious
to those whose sense of the baautiful has boen refined by
the words and images of the “’le‘lt sages Valmiki and Vyasa
and who can perceive the shades of aesthetic difference in
the fweet words and beautiful ideas of different poets, Who
that is blessed with an aesthetic sense, who that tastes the
unique natural flow of beauty that overflows the sound and
sense of every passage and particulmly of every short piece of

.



prose in bhese Nitakas can for a moment doubt their prioriby
to the works of Kaliddsa® Again the verse,

‘ad qud atew: g gHeEd QUG |

AqE AATE & N7 A1 w3Ter §9 T 397 |
quoted as from another's work by Kautilya in his Arbhasastra
15 m its proper place n the Nitaka Pratijpadyaugandhariyany
and can from its very nature bo seen to be the poet’s own T6
18 because it 15 appropriate only to a kivya that Viamana who

hved devidedly hefore Arandavardbana the author of Dhvani,
(i the chapter of his Kavyalankira devoted to the cribicism of
expressions used iu Kivyas and Kavyas alone; takes up for con-
sideration the fourth yaarter of the verse, 4y “éﬁ"g‘\’? FA
3 7" and abtempts to justify the use of Parasmaipada thevein.

Hence Vimana neast have known for certain that this verse
Lelonged to a Kivya,  Otherwise 1e would not haye taken it
for consideration right in the mudst of expressions culled from
Kivyas alone It tollows therefore that Pratiindyaugandhara-
yana from which Chinakya quoies the verse and the other
Nitakas that ave akin to 16 including of course Svapnavisava.
datta belong to a period much carher than that of Chanakya
and thercfore carlior still than that of Wilidasa who is known
to have lived long after Chanakya.

.Considering the third distinguishing mark which our
Nifaka must be shown to bow before it could be identified
with Bhasa’s Svapnavisavadatta we have to look to the
significance of the name “Svapnavisavadatta”. It means that
in this work Vasavadatta is seen or attonded to (by Vatsarija)
i Jus dream. T'lus is just what wo learn from the conversa-
tion in the fifth Act of our Nataka where Vatsardja brooding on
the suppoded loss of his Vasavadatia and beside himself with
gtief talks bo her n s dream and she m all reality awake by
lus side, though not known to him listens to and responds to
his lamentmv words, Here in this dream Vasavadatia fully
porcoives the great depth and intense sincerity of his ardent
love and this knowledge nourishes and develops the prominent
Bt 1 her 1, ¢ the senbent of ecparation from ber love, by
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Blowing het eonsbanl fivo 6f love Lo b with a greaber Tiaze,
1t is in bhig dream that Valsardja enjoyed to his confounding
surpeise the sight and touch of the living Vasavadatta, who, he
belived, was all lost to him. Having consideved the importance
of the Svapna or dream we will now view the part played
by Vasavadabta, 8heis at once scento be the chief heroine,
courting adversity in the interests of her husband and
undaunted by the troubles that boset her and ever skilfully
vigilant to the purpose belore her, she, the type of perfect
womanhood, shines on high m the vanied glovy of her beauly,
virtue, wisdom, fortibude and nobilty. Padmavati, on the
other hand, plays but a subordinate part, the incidents associat-
¢l with her being brought in only to brighten up the picture
of the chief heroine. Thus we sce that the name Svappavdsa-
vadatta is most appropriate to a work wherein the incident of
the Svapna and the character Visavadatéd are seen to he so
important.

As we have seen that our Nitaka possesses the three
characteristic marks which determine Bhasa's Svapnava-ava-
datta, it can indisputably be identified with that work. Hence
with the help of this Nitaka of ours which is Bhdsa's Svapna-
vaswvadabta atsell we can test whether a particular verse or
idea consulered in any other work as taken from Svapnavasava.
dabta is actually so or not,  [n the wide world of our Rhetoric
Literature, there is but onc verse, SAATAFAE FIAGR @FT-

qgAq? | 330 @1 afrgr AL 7 793790 1 considered as taken
from  Svapnavasavadabta and this vase occms only in
Dhvanyilokalochana  The verse neither finds nor can it find
a place in the Svapnavisavadatta wo have procured, Hence
we conclude that the author of Liochana must have erroneous-
ly assigned the verse to Svapnavisavadatta, A similar mistake
is made by Somadeva in his Yasastilaka when he assigns to
3hisa the verse,

“Har gu furamgaEdiiaact ma aaAaRal (15 )
Fgdiegnzeid AR Qg qNa | RaEn 3
which ought to have been correctly assigned to Mahendra
Vikrama Varman I, ’
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We lave but one insianee of reference made in other
works to the subject-matter of Svapnavisavadatta, In Amaratika
Sarvasva, we find the passage, ‘PN FU[ —- ARARAT AW
AT EfeaArAarFIaRaae EAdRAISIER:, gaa: |-
FAAITN TAT AN FATEC” (vide Amaratikdsarva-
sva part I, P. 147, Trivandrum sanskrit series) where the three
kinds of Sringara (i. e. of the sentiments of love) based
respectively on Dharma (duty), Avtha (material object, wealth
or possession) and Kama (Liove) are illustrated, the first by
reference to a work called Nandayanti and the second and third
by reference to Svapnavisavadafta. The mnweaning of the
passage is that in Svapnavdsavalatta the marrying of Padmavati
is described as prompted by the mobive of winning back a
kinglom and is therelore a case of Avrtha Sringra while the
marrying of Visavadabta alveadv accomphished was prompted
by mere love for love's saks anlisa case of Kima Sringara.
If, n the passage, we tako the reference to Svapnavasavadatta
as applving to Kama Sringdra alone, we should then say that
the author of the Tikasarvasva having given the veferencc in
the fi st and third cases has omitted it in the second . case
which amounts to making hun faulty of giving defective
information and ol dissumlar treatment of similar subjects. And
the plot ot onr Svapnavasavadatta which bears the distinctive
marks noticed shows unnustakably that both the Artha and
Kama Sringdras are referred to by him, This meaning
of his which of couree is.the meaning of the passage will, we
think, be made still clearer if the order of the words

70 and ERIEAZT in the passage be exchanged.

Trivandrum | e 4 2
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